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CHARITY NUMBER: 1139427

The full report has been uploaded to the Charity Commission website. This is a brief summary of
that report.
This year from April 1st 2020 to March 31st 2021 has been seriously impacted by the Corona virus
pandemic with most activities seriously curtailed for most of the year.
Our membership at the end of March 2021 was 696, and an additional 37 Associate Members
(those who are also members of other U3As). However we did not renew memberships within this
time period so the membership hasn’t changed significantly since March 2020.
At the beginning of this period the country was in lockdown due to the impact of Corona virus and
all meetings and activities were put on hold. Some key decisions were taken by the committee in
April by email and in May our committee met by Zoom for the first time. All subsequent committee
meetings have been held virtually. All face-to-face monthly meetings, theatre and outing trips had
to be cancelled and were not reinstated during this time period. In September 2020 we held our
first monthly meeting for all the members with a speaker by Zoom and we continued with these
meetings each month for the rest the year. We added in extra Zoom speaker events about two
weeks after the monthly meetings, and have also been holding virtual coffee mornings to
encourage members to be socially active.
We were not able to hold a face-to-face AGM this year and instead held it in November with the
key decisions being voted on by members using email.
Outdoor interest groups returned to activity in the summer using risk assessments and modified
procedures consistent with the government guidance at that time. However in December Cheshire
moved into Tier 4 and all face-to-face outdoor activity was again suspended. Of 54 groups active
before the first lockdown, the 8 outdoor groups were active over the summer and autumn; a further
20 indoor groups continued their activities using virtual methods (usually Zoom but also via email
and phone calls) leaving 22 groups that remained suspended for this period.
I would like to thank my colleagues on the committee for all their hard work during this very difficult
year. Since April 2021 activities have largely resumed and some sort of normality has returned. We
look forward to a bright future.
Mark Barley, Chair.
Knutsford & District u3a
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